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It all started back in 1979 when the first calcium carbonate (calcite) powder
production started at Jordan Carbonate in the Middle East. The company
started its operations to serve initially the regional paint and coatings
market where manufacturers used to import from Europe and Asia. The
management philosophy has been always focusing to adopt the latest
grinding and mining technology managed by industry leaders and an
innovative team that is thriving to diversify our customers’ options when it
comes to sustainable production. Three generations later led by the family,
Jordan Carbonate continues to carry the legacy of the founder to provide
world-class service and products to customers in the region.
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During a panel discussion on supporting
entrepreneurship in Jordan amid current
economic challenges, moderated by Kandah,
speakers highlighted the private sector’s role in
stimulating the business environment. JBA board
member Rami Al-Saheb said entrepreneurship is
a cornerstone of economic growth, calling for
stronger corporate governance, transparency and
ethical values to build a stable and sustainable
business environment.

Al-Saheb noted that the industrial sector relies on creating added value to enhance
competitiveness, adding that shipping costs to and from Jordan remain a key challenge.
He said efforts are focused on strengthening cooperation among local factories and
upgrading production capacities to improve the sector’s performance in domestic and
international markets.

The discussion also featured contributions from Rabee Jamaliah, Entrepreneurship
Project Manager at Orange Jordan, and Shatha Bdeer, Head of SMEs at Bank al Etihad,
who stressed the importance of coordination among institutions supporting
entrepreneurship.

The 2025 Ethics in Business Award winners were Moath Al-Fauri, CEO at Astrolabe
Restaurants and Touristic Investments, Dr Fawzi Al-Hammouri - GM & CEO at the
Specialty Hospital, Omar Al-Shbatat, Chairman of Mohamad Yousef Al Shbatat &
Partners Co For Contracting (MYSH), Mohannad Manaseer,CEO of Watad Investment
Group, Anas Abu Odeh, General Manager of Abu Odeh Brothers Co.; and Iyad Abu
Haltam, Chairman of Mohammad Abuhaltam Investments Group.




Alawneh underscored the private sector’s central role in driving economic growth and
improving the efficiency of productive and service sectors, in line with Jordan’s Economic
Modernisation Vision. He said the vision emphasises public-private partnerships, the
private sector’s leadership in implementing strategic projects, attracting investment,
fostering innovation and adhering to best ethical practices in business.

He added that the association places particular emphasis on supporting small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), describing them as the backbone of the national
economy, by enhancing their competitiveness, enabling innovation and expansion, and
opening new markets to create quality jobs and ensure sustainable growth.

ARDD Executive Director Samar Muhareb said
cooperation with the private sector is a key driver
of economic and social development. She said the
award is granted annually based on national
priorities and ethical commitment within the
business sector, reflecting the winners’ dedication
to inclusive economic growth aligned with the
Economic Modernisation Vision.
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Economist Dr. Adli Kandah said strengthening
entrepreneurship and building partnerships
based on shared values and achievable goals are
essential for efficient economic growth, job
creation, improved living standards and
increased investment in Jordan.

Rula Abu Rub, Jordan Partnership Manager at
European Regional Development and Protection
Programme (RDPP), stressed the importance of
building a more inclusive and equitable economy
by expanding economic participation and
integrating different groups into the labour
market to support sustainable development and
social and economic stability.




JBA, ARDD honour business leaders for ethics,
sustainability and entrepreneurship 14/12/2025
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The Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA), in partnership with the Arab Renaissance
for Democracy and Development (ARDD), held a ceremony on Sunday to announce the
winners of the 2025 Ethics in Business Award for Business Leadership, recognising
companies and business leaders for their commitment to sustainable entrepreneurship
and social responsibility.

Held under the theme Towards the Future: Celebrating Leaders of Sustainable Local
Development, the event aimed to highlight the role of ethical leadership in advancing
economic development and strengthening the private sector’s contribution to national
growth.

JBA Chairman, Ayman Al-Alawneh said
the partnership with ARDD reflects a
shared commitment to supporting the
private sector’s role in economic
development and enhancing the
competitiveness of Jordan’s economy. He
noted that the association brings together
leading businesswomen and businessmen
across 14 economic sectors, forming a key
pillar of the national economy.

atiimg




Jordan, Tiirkiye Seek to
Boost Investment Ties 09/12/2025

Chairman of the Jordanian Businessmen
Association (JBA) Ayman Alawneh met on
Tuesday with Turkish Ambassador Yakup
Caymazoglu to discuss strengthening
economic, commercial, and investment
cooperation.

According to a JBA statement, Alawneh
called for expanding investment
partnerships and enhancing trade flows
between Jordan and Turkey, adding that
the establishment of a joint business council would facilitate "sustainable" commercial and
investment ties and increase bilateral trade volumes.

Alawneh highlighted the need to improve communication channels between Jordanian
and Turkish business communities, exchange information on joint investment prospects
and projects, identify mutually beneficial economic sectors, and address obstacles facing
investors in both markets.

Alawneh stressed the necessity of "fully" reopening the Syrian-Turkish border to enhance
flow of regional trade, activate commercial transport routes, and boost Jordanian exports
to the Turkish market.

For his part, the Turkish ambassador emphasized the importance of advancing bilateral
economic relations, noting that the next session of the Jordanian-Turkish Joint Economic
Committee will convene in Ankara.

The diplomat affirmed the need to hold additional workshops and capacity-building
activities under the Jordanian-Turkish Business Council.

Caymazoglu also expressed the embassy’s
"readiness" to provide the required
facilitation to  strengthen economic
cooperation and highlight investment
opportunities in the Kingdom, particularly
as Turkish investors are currently studying
potential ventures in promising sectors.




Jordan, Japan Mull Over Establishing
Joint Business Council 08/12/2025

The Board of Directors of the Jordanian Businessmen Association met Monday with Japanese
Ambassador Asari Hideki to discuss strengthening economic cooperation between Jordan and
Japan, and the establishment of a joint Jordanian-Japanese Business Council.

According to a statement issued by the association, Chairperson Ayman Alawneh stressed the
importance of forming the council early next year to open communication channels between
business leaders, facilitate investment, and enhance trade relations between the two countries.

Alawneh highlighted the Jordanian business community’s commitment to advancing economic
ties and following up on the outcomes of His Majesty King Abdullah II’s visit to Tokyo, which
offers opportunities to deepen cooperation in economic and commercial sectors.

He added that stronger trade links with Japan would open new markets for Jordanian
companies and attract Japanese investments, emphasizing the value of exchanging expertise and
fostering partnerships to serve the mutual interests of both nations.

Hideki underscored the significance of the King’s visit, noting Jordan’s role as a key economic
partner in the region. He welcomed the proposed Business Council as a platform to enhance
collaboration in investment, trade, and tourism between the two countries.




JBA, Egyptian Ambassador push to
reactivate bilateral Business Council 04/12/2025

The Jordanian Businessmen
Association (JBA) discussed
reactivating the Jordanian-Egyptian
Business Council early next year
during a meeting between its
chairman, Ayman Al-Alawneh, and
Egypt’s ambassador to Jordan, Khaled
Al-Abyad, the JBA said on Saturday
Alawneh stressed the need to
strengthen economic ties and expand
joint investments, saying the council
would offer a key platform for the
private sector to coordinate, identify opportunities and deepen trade and industrial
cooperation. He urged addressing obstacles to trade, particularly shipping and transport costs.
Ambassador Al-Abyad said relations between the two countries are strong and that the embassy
is ready to facilitate trade flows, support Jordanian exports to Egypt and help resolve challenges
facing the movement of goods.

Bilateral trade reached 1$ billion in 2024, up from 867$ million in 2023, while Egyptian
investments in Jordan stood at 4$ million, down from 7.8$% million a year earlier.

Board members Bashar Al-Zoubi, Hassan Al-Tabbaa, Salah Al-Bitar, and Director General
Tariq Hijazi also attended the meeting.

Trade exchange between Jordan and Egypt (2022-2024)

m 2022 w2023 w2024

Export Import Total trade Trade balance
m 2022 284.1 783.1 1067 -499.1
m 2023 206.6 660.4 867 -453.8
2024 255.8 752 1008 -496.2
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JBA, Romanian Embassy talk
economic cooperation 20/11/2025

Chairman of the Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA), Ayman Alawneh,, met with Ovidiu
Costea, the Ministerial Advisor for Trade and Economic Affairs at the Romanian Embassy in
Jordan, to discuss prospects for Jordanian-Romanian economic cooperation and the role of
private sector institutions in this regard.

According to a JBA statement issued on Saturday, Alawneh called for increasing the volume of
mutual trade exchange, stressing the need to develop mechanisms for joint cooperation and
enhance communication channels between representatives of the two countries' private sector.

Alawneh also noted importance of organizing joint business forums and specialized trade
exhibitions to showcase products and investment opportunities in economic sectors, mainly
food industries, pharmaceuticals, and engineering industries, as well as "promising" sectors
such as agricultural technology, logistics, and renewable energy.

Jordanian market constitutes a "strategic' gateway to accessing regional markets, he noted,
affirming the association's "readiness” to provide the necessary information and support to
Romanian companies wishing to invest or establish partnerships with their Jordanian
counterparts, he pointed out.

On future steps, Alawneh called for facilitating the exchange of economic delegations and
activating existing agreements to help remove any obstacles that might face the two sides'
businesspeople.

For his part, Costea affirmed his country's interest in expanding the presence of Romanian
companies in the Jordanian market and enhancing the volume of mutual trade, emphasizing the

embassy's "readiness” to provide all forms of support to strengthen bilateral cooperation.

The Kingdom's main imports from the Romanian market are grains, live animals, cocoa, cereal

preparations, flour, and starch
7.




He cited significant untapped opportunities in Gulf and Maghreb markets,
which can be better accessed through enhanced air connectivity and
intensified promotion campaigns. Arab and regional markets, he said, account
for %75-70 of all visitors to Jordan.

On expanding air links, Hijazin said Jordan needs more direct routes to under-targeted
markets, adding that a wide meeting was recently held with tourism stakeholders to discuss
international priorities. He noted ongoing cooperation between the ministry and the Tourism
Promotion Authority to efficiently manage financial allocations and target high-return markets.

Regarding marketing efforts for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, Hijazin said funds have been
earmarked to promote Jordan during the national team’s participation, with coordination
underway with the Jordan Tourism Board (JTB).

At the start of the meeting, Association President Ayman Alawneh said tourism remains one of
the country’s key economic pillars but has been affected over the past two years by regional
geopolitical turbulence.

He said the sector has gradually regained momentum as conditions improved, with tourism
revenue reaching nearly 6$ billion during the first nine months of this year up %6.8 compared
with the same period last year.

Alawneh attributed the growth to supportive decisions, development initiatives and rising
demand from various source markets, noting that performance indicators continue to rise
steadily.

He said the business community looks forward to sustained sector growth through deeper
public-private partnership, which he described as strategic for developing innovative tourism
projects that support the Economic Modernization Vision. Such partnerships, he added, can
leverage investment and technical expertise to establish integrated tourism infrastructure,
including resorts, hotels and cultural and entertainment facilities.

Alawneh stressed the importance of focusing on medical tourism to restore Jordan’s regional
leadership, benefiting from advanced medical centers and high-quality health services,
alongside the country’s religious and historical assets.

He said investment incentive programs are crucial for supporting growth and strengthening
competitiveness, helping attract investors, create jobs and develop local skills while reinforcing
economic sustainability and increasing tourism’s GDP contribution.

He added that intensifying Jordan’s tourism promotion efforts and diversifying target markets
are central to positioning the Kingdom as a fully developed destination capable of attracting
more visitors and investments. He expressed confidence in the sector’s continued vital role in
supporting the national economy and advancing sustainable development.
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Tourism Minister: Sector a Key Driver of
Economic Modernization 15/11/2025

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities Imad Hijazin said the tourism sector is one of the main
engines of the Economic Modernization Vision, reaffirming the government’s commitment to
regulation, empowerment and streamlined procedures to strengthen tourism’s role in the
national economy and expand sustainable job opportunities across all governorates.

Speaking at a meeting organized by the Jordanian Businessmen Association on Saturday,
Hijazin stressed the importance of sustained public-private partnership as a foundation for
developing tourism products and expanding the investment base.

He noted that tourism provides development opportunities nationwide, highlighting Jordan’s
natural, historical, cultural and spiritual assets that make it an ideal destination for a wide range
of tourism products. He said the Kingdom has strong potential to grow adventure, eco, medical,
rural and agritourism, among other niche segments.

Hijazin said the time has come to move beyond traditional tourism models toward more
innovative approaches, pointing to rising global demand for specialized products. With proper
investment, he said, Jordan can compete with leading international destinations.

The minister added that the Economic Modernization
Vision includes several initiatives under the "Jordan: A
Global Destination" pillar, noting that the sector currently
contributes around %14 of GDP.

Hijazin emphasized Jordans rich reservoir of historical,
religious and cultural narratives that can be transformed into
successful tourism products. He underscored the need to
present Jordan’s heritage through modern storytelling that
offers added value to visitors, adding that "tourism is not just
about sites; it is a complete experience.’




Jordan, Sri Lanka Explore Ways to Boost
Economic Cooperation 04/11/2025

Chairman of Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA), Ayman Alawneh, met with the Sri
Lankan Ambassador to Jordan, Priyangika Wijegunasekara, to discuss enhancing economic
cooperation, expanding investment and trade, and strengthening bilateral relations.

In a JBA statement released on Tuesday, Alawneh said the association is working to activate the
Jordanian-Sri Lankan Business Council with the National Chamber of Sri Lanka Exporters to
promote the two countries' private sector collaboration.

Alawneh called for exploring "new" investment opportunities and partnerships in key sectors,
including tourism, energy, and the food industry, aimed to increase trade volume and support
sustainable economic development.

According to official statistics, the current trade volume between Jordan and Sri Lanka stands at
approximately 93$ million.

Wijegunasekara, in turn, affirmed Sri Lanka’s "commitment” to deepening economic ties with
Jordan, noting "readiness" of Sri Lankan companies to cooperate across various investment and
trade sectors.

The diplomat also called for activating the joint
business council as a "crucial” step to facilitate
expertise exchange and "strategic" partnerships.

The meeting was attended by board members,
including the JBA's Vice President, board members,
and the General Manager.




Trade exchange between
Jordan and Georgia (2021-2023)

7.8 8.3
1
0.1 05 1.9 0.9 1.2 3.1 0.7
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-7.3
Export Import Total trade Trade balance
2021 0.1 0.9 1 -0.8
2022 0.5 7.8 8.3 -7.3
2023 1.9 1.2 2l 0.7
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source: ITC.

The most critical Jordanian export to Georgia (2023)
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The most critical Jordanian import from Georgia (2023)

Edible fruit Miscellaneous chemical Essential oils and
and nuts products resinoids
0.8 Million $ 0.09 Million $ 0.04 Million $
source: ITC.
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JBA, Georgian Envoy Discuss Establishing
Joint Business Council 02/11/2025

The Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA)
and the Business Association of Georgia (BAG)
on Sunday signed an agreement to establish the
Jordanian-Georgian Business Council, in the
presence of Georgia’s Ambassador to Jordan,
Archil Dzuliashvili.

Signed at the JBA's headquarters, the agreement
aims to strengthen economic, investment, and
trade relations between the two countries.

Talking at the signing ceremony, JBA Vice
President Osama Emseeh said
Jordanian-Georgian relations are witnessing
"steady growth, noting that the joint council represents a "strategic" step to expand bilateral
investments and partnerships through mutual visits and economic events, particularly in the
technology, renewable energy, tourism, agriculture, and education sectors.

Emseeh added that Jordan’s "strategic” projects will help enhance cooperation with Georgia,
calling for developing air transport and increasing trade exchange.

Ambassador Dzuliashvili, in turn, said the council's establishment reflects the "shared
commitment" to developing economic cooperation, commending Jordan’s economic stability
and attractive investment climate.

BAG Executive Director, Levan Vepkhvadze, said the association includes over 500 companies
and seeks to double the trade volume and promote joint investments, especially in the energy,
hydrogen, industry, and mining sectors.

Vepkhvadze also invited Jordanian investors to benefit from opportunities available in Georgia.

During the meeting, the Ministry of Investment outlined key projects and investment
opportunities in Jordan, along with the incentives provided under the Investment Law.

Presentations were also made by the Industrial Estates Corporation (JICE), the Agaba

Development Corporation (ADC), and Jordan Free and Development Zones Group (JFDZ) on
advantages available to investors.

@ \N



Jordan Urges Turkish Investors to Capitalize

on Economic Opportunities 28/10/2025

Minister of Industry, Trade, and Supply Yarub Qudah has called on Turkish business leaders
and investors to take advantage of Jordan’s expanding investment opportunities and the array of
incentives and advantages offered to foreign investors.

Speaking during a roundtable meeting held Tuesday at the Ministry, Qudah emphasized
Jordan’s readiness to enhance economic cooperation with Turkey across multiple sectors. The
meeting took place on the sidelines of the first session of the Jordan-Turkey Joint Economic
Committee, co-chaired by Qudah and Turkish Minister of Trade ?mer Bolat.

The event was attended by Ministry Secretary General Dana Al-Zoubi, along with business
leaders and officials from both countries. Discussions centered on expanding bilateral trade,
encouraging joint investments, and strengthening economic partnerships that serve the mutual
interests of Jordan and Turkey.

Participants also reviewed several topics aimed at boosting economic collaboration and trade
flows, including transit trade in both directions through Syrian territory, as part of efforts to
facilitate commerce between the two countries.



JBA, PJBF discuss strengthening economic
cooperation with Palestine 26/10/2025

The Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA) and Palestinian-Jordanian Business Forum
(PJBF), discussed ways to strengthen economic, trade, and investment cooperation between
Jordan and Palestine.

According to a JBA statement on Sunday, the meeting went over means to develop trade
relations, encourage joint ventures, and tackle available investment opportunities, which would
contribute to supporting economic growth and creating new job opportunities.

JBA Chairman Ayman Alawneh called for developing the business environment to serve
interests of both sides' businesspeople and investors and enhance economic integration to
support State of Palestine.

Alawneh said the private sector backs His Majesty King Abdullah II in supporting steadfastness
of the Palestinian people.

Alawneh noted the importance of strengthening joint economic cooperation and opening new
investment horizons in various economic sectors, stressing that the JBA seeks joint cooperation
in all economic activities and sectors.

In turn, PJBF Chairman Nazmi Atmeh stressed the importance of strengthening economic
partnerships to support Palestine, establishing mechanisms to increase Jordanian-Palestinian
trade volume and expanding horizons of trade and investment cooperation between the two
sides' businesspeople.

Atmeh emphasized the need to work to support determination of the Palestinian people.
Atmeh also praised the JBA's role in supporting joint projects and facilitating the exchange of

expertise, which would enhance economic integration, create new job opportunities, and drive
sustainable development in the national economy.

R\, —



Alawneh elected JBA's new chairman;
pledges robust business climate 20/10/2025

The new administrative body of the Jordanian
Businessmen Association (JBA) elected Ayman
Alawneh as the JBA's chairman for the 2029-2025
term during its first meeting Monday evening,
after winning a unanimous vote.

The body also picked Osama Emseeh as vice
president, Abdulrahman Abu Teir as secretary,
Dr. Bashar Zoubi as treasurer, and Rami Saheb,
Bahjat Hamdan, Salah Al-Din Bitar, Hassan
Tabbaa, and Dr. Mahmoud Freihat as members of the board of directors.

According to a JBA statement issued on Tuesday, Alawneh affirmed during the meeting the new
board's commitment to continuing to strengthen the association's role in supporting the
Kingdom's investment environment, developing partnerships between the public and private
sectors, and opening up to foreign markets.

Alawneh said the association is entering a "fresh" phase of strengthening its role as an "effective"
platform for supporting economic and investment development by expanding cooperation with
partners at the local and international levels, and keeping pace with global transformations in
the digital economy, energy, and sustainability fields.

Alawneh added that this process will contribute to achieving goals of the Economic
Modernization Vision and enhancing the "competitiveness" of the national economy.

For his part, the JBAs former head, Hamdi Tabbaa, noted the association, since its
establishment 40 years ago, has consistently sought to fulfill its role as an economic platform
that reflects Jordan's future aspirations, supports the national economy, and promotes the
Kingdom's business and investment environment.

He indicated that the association has worked to network with various Arab and foreign private
sector institutions through joint business councils, aimed to strengthening the Kingdom's
economic relations with various countries around the world.

Additionally, he noted the JBA has launched
numerous initiatives, the most recent was
establishment of the Arab National Mining
Company.

The association's general assembly held a regular
meeting to elect the JBA's new board of directors,
which saw candidates elected unanimously.




JBA, Georgian Envoy Discuss Establishing
Joint Business Council 30/09/2025

Former  President of the Jordanian
Businessmen Association (JBA) Hamdi Tabbaa
met Tuesday with Georgian Ambassador Archil
Dzuliashvili to discuss establishing a
Jordanian-Georgian  business council in
cooperation with the Business Association of
Georgia in early November.

According to a JBA statement, Tabbaa called for
increasing cooperation among the Jordanian
and Georgian business communities.

Tabbaa noted the projected council would serve as a platform for exchanging information
and expertise, as well as boosting bilateral investment and trade, particularly in priority
sectors, mainly tourism, food industries, and agricultural products.

Tabbaa emphasized the JBAs keenness to build "strategic” partnerships with other nations
and support the private sector’s drive toward new and promising markets, highlighting
Georgia’s strategic location and diverse investment opportunities.

Tabbaa pointed to the need to expand air connectivity between the two countries to
facilitate business travel and encourage investment flows.

For his part, the Georgian ambassador welcomed the proposal, affirming his country’s
interest in strengthening economic ties with Jordan.

The diplomat also stressed the importance of cooperation in education area, announcing
around 2,000 Jordanian students are currently enrolled in Georgia, reflecting the "strong"
cultural and academic ties between the two peoples.

Dzuliashvili underlined the significance of
holding joint economic events, exchanging
delegations, and creating a suitable investment
climate to support mutually beneficial projects.
Based on official data, trade exchange between
Jordan and Georgia reached about USD3.1
million in 2023, compared with USD8.3 million
in 2022.
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JBA head, Philippine Ambassador
Discuss Cooperation 24/09/2025

Former President of the Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA) Hamdi Tabbaa on
Wednesday discussed with Philippine Ambassador Wilfredo C. Santos, ways to enhance
bilateral economic and investment cooperation.

In a statement, Tabbaa called for consolidating joint economic relations, highlighting
opportunities to expand trade and investment, particularly in agriculture, food industries,
logistics, education, and tourism fields.

Tabbaa also emphasized the association’s "commitment" to building "strategic" partnerships
with Asian countries to diversify markets and boost "competitiveness” of the national
economy.

Tabbaa urged to launch reciprocal business visits, joint investment forums, and
establishment of a Jordanian-Philippine business council by the end of this year to develop
bilateral economic ties.

For his part, Santos expressed his country’s interest in strengthening economic relations
with Jordan, referring to the "promising" opportunities for cooperation in various sectors.

The diplomat commended the JBA's role in facilitating communication between the two
countries' private sectors, welcoming
establishment of a joint business council as
an "important” step to advance economic
and investment cooperation.

According to official data, trade exchange
between Jordan and the Philippines
amounted to around USD13.6 million in
2023, including USD8.1 million in exports
and USD5.5 million in imports.
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