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It all started back in 1979 when the first calcium carbonate (calcite) powder production start-
ed at Jordan Carbonate in the Middle East. The company started its operations to serve
initially the regional paint and coatings market where manufacturers used to import from
Europe and Asia. The management philosophy has been always focusing to adopt the latest
grinding and mining technology managed by industry leaders and an innovative team that is
thriving to diversify our customers’ options when it comes to sustainable production. Three
generations later led by the family, Jordan Carbonate continues to carry the legacy of the
founder to provide world-class service and products to customers in the region.
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their valuable contributions that enhance the
effectiveness of community participation and
consolidate the concept of sustainable hu-
manitarian work.”

The winners of the current session’s awards
were honored according to their various fin-
gerprints that contributed to enhancing hu-
manitarian work and consolidating participa-
tory community effectiveness, and included:
the “golden fingerprint” that went to Sheikha
Moza bint Hilal bin Saqr bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, and the “exceptional fingerprint” of the
Director of the General Administration of

Residency and Social Affairs.

Foreigners in Dubai, Lieutenant General
Muhammad Ahmed Al Marri, and the “Fin-
gerprint of Tolerance” won by Hamdi Mu-
hammad Sabri Tawfiq Al-Tabbaa, from Jor-
dan, while the “Fingerprint of Creativity” was
won by the Assistant Director General for
Fire and Rescue Affairs at the General Ad-
ministration of Civil Defense in Dubai, Major
General Expert Ali Hassan Al-Mutawa. The
“Footprint of the Nation” award went to the
Dubai Cyber Security Center, the “Footprint
of Hope” went to the Dubai Courts, the “Foot-
print of Culture” went to Assistant Professor
at the University of Sharjah, Dr. Noura Nas-
ser Al-Karbi, and the “Footprint of Science”
was crowned by a policy and strategies re-

searcher at the National Council. Al-Ittihadi,
Noura Yousef Al-Balushi, while the winner of
the “Community Fingerprint” was the Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of the Emirates

Cancer Society, Salem Balrakad Al-Amiri.

As for “Sports Imprint” (Capabilities With-
out Limits), it went to Shyam Bhatia, who is
one of the biggest fans of the game “cricket”
in the world and has made great contribu-
tions in this field in the UAE and the world.
It is noteworthy that the “Sports Footprint”
award is presented annually by the “Du-
bai Sports Council” in cooperation with the
“Watani Al-Emirates” Foundation as part of
the “Watani Al-Emirates Award for Humani-
tarian Work.”
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Hasher Al Maktoum honors the winners of the “Watani
Al-Emirates Award for Humanitarian Work”

Under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Crown Prince of Dubai and Chair-
man of the Executive Council, His Highness
Sheikh Hasher bin Maktoum bin Juma Al
Maktoum, Chairman of Dubai Media Incor-
porated, honored the winners of the “Watani
Al-Emirates Award for Humanitarian Work”
in its 11th session, which bore the slogan
“This is what Zayed loved.”

The award is held in line with the vision of the
Watani Al Emarat Foundation and its strate-
gy aimed at establishing the sustainability of
humanitarian work in the country, and in ap-
preciation of the national and humanitarian
efforts that highlight the values of goodness,
generosity and tolerance in Emirati society.
The award aims to inspire individuals, insti-
tutions and bodies to be role models in the
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fields of work and giving, in addition to pro-
moting positive traits and values in Emirati
society by spreading the culture of human-
itarian work.

The award encourages giving and consoli-
dating the values of solidarity and kindness
derived from the tolerant teachings of the
true Islamic religion, while also supporting
the strategy of the United Arab Emirates
and the UAE Vision 2071 in the axis of con-
solidating the values of tolerance, coopera-
tion and respect by promoting the concept
of community service and sustainable hu-
manitarian work. Executive Director of the
Watani Al Emarat Foundation, Dirar Belhoul
Al Falasi, said: “We are very happy to cele-
brate the spirit of giving and honor individ-
uals, institutions and bodies that embody,
through their giving, the values of goodness
and tolerance that were instilled in our souls
by the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahy-
an, may God rest his soul. The role of the
Watani Al Emarat Award is not limited to “For
humanitarian work to honor the winners and
celebrate their achievements, it is an affir-
mation of our commitment to continuing the
path of giving and human development es-
tablished by our wise leadership.” He added:

“We congratulate all the winners and praise



Tabbaa also noted that the UAE has signif-
icantly increased investment and trade ex-
change between the two countries, making
it Jordan’s second-largest Arab trading part-
ner, accounting for 6.2 per cent of Jordan’s
external trade.

Tabbaa also highlighted that Jordan is the
third Arab trading partner of the UAE outside
the Gulf Cooperation Council countries, fol-
lowing Iraq and Egypt, with a share of 8 per
cent of the UAE’s total non-oil foreign trade
with Arab countries.

Tabbaa underscored the potential for fur-
ther advancement in trade and investment
relations. He also stressed the importance
of collaboration between business commu-
nities and the private sector, with a focus on
investment in priority sectors such as agri-
culture and food security.

He also pointed out the potential for invest-
ing in the manufacturing sector, which leads
in terms of growth within the industrial sector
at a rate of 3.33 per cent and contributes the
most to the growth of the national economy
among various economic activities, at a rate
of 23.6 per cent.

He also highlighted the tourism sector, not-
ing that the number of Emirati tourists visiting
Jordan in 2023 was approximately 16,660.
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Shaikh Khalifa Mohamed Khaled Bin Sultan
Al Nehayan, UAE ambassador to Jordan,
said that the forum reflects the shared ambi-
tion of both countries’ leadership to elevate
their existing strategic partnership to new
heights.

.
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Representing Emirati businessmen, Abduljalil Al
Blooshi hailed the directives of the leadership of
both countries. He also emphasised the impor-
tance of identifying positive opportunities to en-
hance the Emirati-Jordanian strategic and invest-

ment partnership.
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Businessmen association launches
‘Jordanian-Emirati Investment Platform’

The Jordanian Businessmen Association,
in cooperation with Emirati entrepreneurs,
launched the “Jordanian-Emirati Investment
Platform” to bolster Emirati investment in the
Kingdom.

The platform is an interactive tool that lev-
erages visual and auditory communication

technology. It also serves as a regular meet-
ing point for businessmen from both nations,
presenting investment opportunities in Jor-
dan and facilitating successful investment
partnerships, according to the Jordan News
Agency, Petra.
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Minister of Investment Khuloud Saqggaf said
that Emirati investments in the Kingdom
amount to $15 billion, distributed across vi-
tal sectors such as tourism, industry, energy,
mining and infrastructure.

She affirmed the ministry’s readiness to sup-
port and streamline any necessary proce-
dures for Emirati investors in Jordan.

The minister also highlighted Jordan’s suc-
cess stories and the available investment
opportunities, which currently number 36
with a total investment value of $1.4 billion.
She also emphasised the importance of fos-
tering robust business and private sector
collaboration to enhance trade and invest-
ment relations between the two countries.

Jordanian Businessmen Association Presi-
dent Hamdi Tabbaa, described the UAE as
a true partner in implementing development

programmes and initiating investment pro-
jects in the Kingdom.
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JBA, Saudi Chambers Federation Ink Agreement To
Boost Cooperation

The Jordanian Businessmen Association
and the Federation of Saudi Chambers
signed a framework memorandum of under-
standing at the Saudi Embassy in Amman
to strengthen cooperation between the two
sides, enhancing economic ties between
Jordanian and Saudi business communities.

The memorandum aims to facilitate events,
conferences, and forums to boost econom-
ic relations, strengthen communication, and
provide necessary facilities. It encourages
joint studies, research, and the exchange of
experiences to develop economic sectors
and establish strategic partnerships at local,
Arab, and regional levels.

It also seeks to organize bilateral meetings,
prepare joint studies, research, statistics,
and reports in various economic fields to fur-
ther enhance cooperation between the two
sides.

The memorandum was signed by the As-
sociation’s President, Hamdi Tabbaa, and
the Federation’s Chairman of the Jordani-
an-Saudi Business Council, Hamdan Sam-
reen, in the presence of Saudi Ambassador
to the Kingdom, Nayef bin Bandar Sudairi.

Tabbaa outlined the association’s role in
strengthening Jordan’s economic ties with
Saudi Arabia, promoting its advantages and
investment opportunities.

He highlighted the historical and strategic
relations between the two countries, noting
the importance of exploring investment op-
portunities, especially in sectors of common
interest.

He noted Jordan’s attractive investment en-
vironment with free trade agreements and
development zones. Saudi investments in
Jordan reached approximately $14 billion,
showcasing strong economic ties and nota-
ble investments between the two nations.

Sudairi emphasized that Saudi-Jordanian
economic relations are based on solid insti-
tutional frameworks represented in econom-
ic cooperation agreements, the joint Sau-
di-Jordanian Coordination Council, and the
Saudi-Jordanian Business Council. These
are vital tools for developing cooperation
opportunities, reflecting the private sector’s
essential role in building joint trade and in-
vestment partnerships.

Samreen emphasized that the memoran-
dum will foster cooperation and exchange
of experiences in economic and investment
fields, exploiting diverse opportunities to en-
hance Jordanian-Saudi relations.

He highlighted the strength of bilateral rela-
tions, foreseeing promising opportunities in
the future, particularly with major projects in
Saudi Arab
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headquarters, Tabba’a noted there are mul-
tiple “successful” Indian projects in Jordan
that have enjoyed the “competitive” privi-
leges of the Kingdom’s investment environ-
ment.

He said Indian investments in Jordan’s cloth-
ing and phosphate sector are estimated at
more than $1.5 billion, in addition to $860
million in the phosphoric acid production.

Additionally, he pointed out that India ranks
6th among countries in terms of investmentin
Amman Stock Market, with a value of about
JD726 million, stressing the JBA's keenness
to strengthen the wto countries’ investment,
trade and economic relations.

Taba’a indicated presence of many “promis-
ing” economic sectors of common interest,

especially mining, chemical and fertilizer in-
dustries, pharmaceutical industries, agricul-
ture, information technology and tourism.

Meanwhile, Indian Ambassador to Amman,
Anwar Halim, said bilateral relations are
“distinguished” in various fields.

Madhya Pradesh, which is one of the key
Indian states at the economic level, enjoys
“distinguished” relations with Arab countries,
especially in terms of the agricultural sector,
the diplomat said.

Halim stated that Jordan-India trade ex-
change improved “significantly” and grew
by 63% in recent years, noting “strong” Indi-
an-Jordanian partnerships, especially in the
phosphate and clothing fields.

2024/02/20

Jordanian Businessmen Association Explores Econom-
ic Ties with Sri Lanka

D i

President of the Jordanian Businessmen As-
sociation (JBA), Hamdi Tabbaa, discussed
with the Ambassador of the Republic of Sri
Lanka to the Kingdom, Priyangika Wijegu-
nasekara, strengthening economic relations
between the two countries and opportunities
for new partnerships.

According to a statement by the association
Tuesday, the two parties discussed ways to
enhance cultural, commercial, and invest-
ment exchanges, and intensify meetings be-
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tween representatives of the private sector
in both countries.

During their meeting, Tabbaa pointed out
that trade exchange with Sri Lanka is low
due to the lack of a direct shipping line. He
welcomed the upcoming second session of
the Jordanian-Sri Lankan Business Council
in the capital, Amman, early next May.

In turn, Wijegunasekara stressed that Jor-
danian-Sri Lankan relations are character-
ized by development at the trade and invest-
ment levels, and her country’s keenness to
strengthen economic and trade relations
with the Kingdom, and to exploit the safe
and stable business environment.

Wijegunasekara highlighted 27 Sri Lankan
investment projects in Jordan, all of which
are factories specializing in knitwear and
clothing, distributed in Sahab, Dhalil, and Ir-
bid.



the Association, Tariq Hijazi, and a number
of its members and workers in the tourism
sector, stressed the importance of develop-
ing plans and strategies to enhance various
investment opportunities and projects in the
tourism sector, and thinking about new types
of tourism that contribute to getting out of the
state of recession.

In the sector, avoiding crises that affect the
sector, and overcoming its challenges.

He pointed out the extent to which the tour-
ism sector was affected by the aggression
against the Gaza Strip, as the number of
tourist groups coming to the Kingdom, es-
pecially European ones, decreased, and
the guides and tourist transportation sector
was damaged by about 70-80 percent, and
tourist offices were greatly damaged, stress-
ing that the continuation of the aggression
against the sector will cost the sector. Heavy
losses exceed the losses of the Corona cri-
sis.

The association members and attendees
also discussed a set of recommendations

2024/02/11

for the continuity of the tourism sector in the
Kingdom, which include immediate prepa-
ration of the infrastructure for tourist and
archaeological sites, granting incentives in
development areas to establish tourism pro-
jects, postponing loans, reducing and recon-
sidering interest, and intensifying campaigns
to promote various investment opportunities
and projects in the sector. Tourism, and pro-
viding government support to ensure the
continuity of the sector.

It also includes providing facilities for tourist
visas and licensing airline tickets to attract
tourists to the Kingdom, signing more agree-
ments that guarantee entry to non-tradition-
al tourism markets, and setting world-class
standards and rules for the tourism sector in
Jordan.

The Association’s Tourism Sector Council
confirmed the continuation of its meeting to
discuss all the challenges facing the tourism
sector in the Kingdom and the advancement
of the sector.

Jordan enjoys ‘strong’ economic relations with In-
dia-JBA

Indian Embassy in Amman, in cooperation
with the Jordanian Businessmen Associa-
tion (JBA), organized a seminar on joint in-
vestment opportunities between Jordan and

Indian state of Madhya Pradesh, with the
participation of the two countries’ business
owners.

JBA President, Hamdi Tabba’a, said Jordan
has “strong” economic relations with India,
adding that commercial partnerships be-
tween the two business communities are
“constantly” developing.

Tabba’a indicated that volume of Jordan-In-
dia trade exchange reached $4.5 billion dur-
ing the past two years (2022 and 2023).

During the symposium held at the JBA's
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Jordan, Kuwait explore enhancing cooperation

President of the Jordan Businessmen Asso-
ciation (JBA) Hamdi Tabbaa on met Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Jordan Hamad Al Marri to
explore ways to enhance cooperation in the
economic and investment fields.

Tabbaa emphasised that the success of
initiatives to strengthen relations relied on
coordinated efforts with private sector rep-
resentatives from both countries.

Al Marri commended the Jordanian-Kuwati
relations, adding that they were built on solid
foundations. Jordan is a stable and secure
country with a flourishing investment envi-
ronment, especially in the tourism sector,
the diplomat said.

He also expressed his country’s keenness
to increase its investments in the Kingdom,
which amounted to approximately $20 billion
last year.

During the meeting, held at the Kuwaiti Em-
bassy in Amman, members of the JBA's
board of directors discussed issues affect-
ing the Jordanian business community, no-
tably activating the role of joint committees
and intensifying private sector engagement
between the two countries

2024/01/24

JBA reviews ways to address Jordan’s tourism
challenges

Vice President of the Jordanian Business-
men Association, Muhammad Al-Belbeis,
stressed the importance of developing Jor-
dan’s potential to become the best tourist
destination for those looking for world-class
experiences, especially in light of regional
developments.

Business Community

According to a statement by the association,
Al- Belbeis stressed during the first meet-
ing of the Tourism Sector Council the im-
portance of revitalizing the sector, which is
one of the important tools to stimulate the
wheel of growth, and has great and distinct
potential, and attracts the attention of tour-
ists, which requires moving forward with the
growth process and maintaining the record
growth witnessed by the tourism sector. Last
year, we worked to optimally exploit the tour-
ism potential in the Jordanian tourism sector.

For his part, Treasurer of the Jordanian
Businessmen Association, Michel Nazzal,
in the presence of the Director General of
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