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It all started back in 1979 when the first calcium carbonate (calcite) powder production started at Jordan
Carbonate in the Middle East. The company started its operations to serve initially the regional paint and
coatings market where manufacturers used to import from Europe and Asia. The management philosophy
has been always focusing to adopt the latest grinding and mining technology managed by industry leaders
and an innovative team that is thriving to diversify our customers' options when it comes to sustainable
production. Three generations later led by the family, Jordan Carbonate continues to carry the legacy of
the founder to provide world-class service and products to customers in the region.
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Al-Tabbaa: The Palestinian cause is our cause, and Jordan,
under its Hashemite leadership an people, will remain
supportive and supportive of the Palestinian cause.
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‘ Jordanian Businessmen Association

Association, Hamdi Al-Tabbah, stated during
the regular morning meeting organized by the
Jordanian Businessmen Association with the
former minister, His Excellency Dr. Marwan
Al-Muasher, to discuss the repercussions of the
war on Gaza, that what we witness in reality,
including the support to our brethren in Gaza,
the Jordanian field hospital, and sending con-
voys of food and more through the Hashemite
Jordanian Charitable Organization, is a clear
testament to the Kingdom’s supportive stance
towards the resilience of the Palestinian peo-
ple against the schemes of the occupying state.
The Palestinian cause is our cause, and the
Jordanian Businessmen Association has been
among the first to initiate support for the people
in Gaza. Jordan, under its Hashemite leader-
ship and its people, will continue to be a sup-
porter and advocate for the Palestinian cause.

Al-Tabbaa appreciated the significant efforts
made by His Majesty King Abdullah Il and his
firm stances against any violations against
the resilient Palestinian people, as well as his
rejection of all that is happening in the Pales-
tinian arena. He also commended King Abdul-
lah’s efforts in monitoring the development and
implementation of the national carrier project
for desalinating Agaba’s water. This project is
considered one of the most important achieve-
ments that Jordan will record within the frame-
work of leading strategic projects, pushing the
Kingdom towards water self-sufficiency. He
emphasized the necessity of exploring alterna-
tive solutions to gas agreements.
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Al-Tabbaa emphasized the necessity of devel-
oping strategic projects that shield Jordan from
any influences, in whatever form they may ap-
pear. He stressed the importance of continued
collaboration between the public and private
sectors in constructing hedging policies to deal
with crises and their repercussions. These ef-
forts will propel the national economy towards
self-sufficiency.

Former Foreign Minister Marwan Muasher, on
his part, called on the international community
to initiate a political process to end the Israe-
li occupation of Palestinian territories within a
specific timeframe, through clear steps, rather
than prolonged negotiations spanning decades.

Muasher said during the regular morning busi-
ness meeting held by the Jordanian Business-
men Association on Saturday that the two-state
solution, if not accompanied by any practical
plan to implement it on the ground, may not
succeed, especially in light of the new reality
imposed by the war on Gaza after 7 October.

He added that the two-state solution requires
the international community to launch a politi-
cal process to end the Israeli occupation within
a specific period, and through clear steps, not
long negotiations, in addition to the condition
of having an Israeli government that accepts
the two-state solution, and holding Palestinian
elections in the near future.

He stressed that Israel does not want the exist-
ence of any Palestinian state, except that the
Israeli minority, numbering 7.2 million Israelis,
rules over the Palestinian majority, approxi-
mately 7.4 million Palestinians. It cannot con-
tinue forever with an apartheid system.

At the local level; Al-Muasher stressed that not
signing the water-for-electricity agreement is a
positive thing, given that there are many alter-
natives to water and gas as well.
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Jordanian Businessmen Association Stands in
Solidarity with the Palestinian People

The Jordanian Businessmen Association
declares its solidarity with the State of Pal-
estine and its support in light of the ongoing
violations and aggressive, brutal, and sav-
age attacks against the Palestinian people in
Gaza, the city of Jerusalem, the desecration
of the Holy Jerusalem Sanctuary, and the
assaults on West Bank citizens.

The Jordanian Businessmen Association
condemns all forms of military escalation
by the Zionist entity against the Palestinian
people, and holds the Israeli entity responsi-
ble for the war, killings, destruction, and op-
pression happening in Palestine.

The association salutes the resilience of the
Palestinian people in their struggle against
Israeli occupation, in the face of adversity
and their unwavering determination, despite
the reluctance and inaction of some world
powers towards the Palestinian cause. They
witness countless arrests, martyrs, and

wounded, praying to God to envelop them in
His mercy and grant a swift recovery to the
injured.

The association reaffirms its unwavering
support for the free Palestinian people in
their quest for freedom, independence, and
the establishment of an independent state
with its capital in the Holy City of Jerusalem.
They appeal to the international community
and major powers for immediate interven-
tion to contain the current situation in Gaza,
stop the bloodshed, protect the Palestinian
people from various violations and assaults
by the Israeli occupying forces, and ensure
their right to life, dignity, and security.

Furthermore, they call on all nations world-
wide to stand in solidarity with the Palestini-
an people and urge everyone to support the
Palestinian Red Crescent and humanitarian
organizations providing relief and services.
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* Trade exchange between Jordan and Czech Republic (2022-2021) :

Export Import Total trade Trade balance
$ Million $ Million $ Million $ Million
2021 0.32 33.5 34.4 -33.2
2022 0.86 27.3 28.2 -27.2

*source: ITC

The most critical Jordanian export to Czech (2022)

Export value

Glass and glassware
Electrical machinery and equipment

Tobacco and manufactured tobacco

*source: ITC

The most critical Jordanian import from Czech (2022)

$ Million
0.22
0.21
0.19

Export value

Nuclear reactors, boilers, machinery and mechanical
appliances; parts thereof

Vehicles other than railway or tramway rolling stock, and
parts and accessories thereof

Electrical machinery and equipment and parts thereof;
sound recorders and reproducers, television

*source: ITC

E Business Community

$ Million
10.9

3.1

1.8
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« Businessmen» discusses economic cooperation
with the Czech Republic

President of the Jordanian Businessmen As-
sociation, Hamdi Al-Tabbaa, and the Czech
Ambassador to the Kingdom, Aleksandar
sporich, discussed the prospects for eco-
nomic and investment cooperation between
the two countries and the strengthening of
bilateral relations.

The two parties stressed their keenness
to develop Jordanian-Czech relations and
raise economic cooperation between the two
countries to high levels, as they have histori-
cal relations dating back to the mid-sixties of
the last century.

Al-Tabbaa pointed out the importance of
the participatory role between Jordan and
the Czech Republic, and the association’s
keenness to unify the political, economic
and social visions between the two coun-
tries, stressing the necessity of increasing
the volume of trade exchange between the
two countries.

He stressed the importance of facilitating
joint investment opportunities, especially
since Jordan enjoys high investment advan-
tages and is an attractive area for invest-
ments.

In turn, Sporish expressed his country’s
readiness to enhance cooperation in the
economic and investment field between the
two countries, and to provide the necessary
support to achieve the success of joint pro-
jects, appreciating Jordan’s role in facing the
economic challenges represented by the on-
going refugee pressure and high unemploy-
ment rates.

He stressed the role of the Czech embassy
in providing support for joint economic pro-
jects between the two countries in various
sectors, praising the energy, medicine and
education sectors.

The volume of trade exchange between Jor-
dan and the Czech Republic in 2022 reached
approximately 28.2 million US dollars, com-
pared to 34.4 million dollars in 2021.

Last year, Jordan’s exports to the Czech Re-
public amounted to about 860 thousand dol-
lars, and its imports amounted to 27.3 million
dollars, recording a deficit in the trade bal-
ance of 27.2 million.

The meeting was attended by members of
the association board of directors engineer
Abdul halim Abdeen, Ayman Alawneh, and
the general director of the association Tariq
Hijazi

9
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Al-Tabbaa discusses strengthening diplomatic
relations and bilateral cooperation
between Jordan and Pakistan

difpmivy)

-,

-

The President of the Jordanian Businessmen
Association, Hamdi Al-Tabbaa, received the
Jordanian Ambassador to Pakistan, Dr. Maen
Khreisat, to discuss and strengthen bilateral
economic relations between the two countries
and discuss new opportunities for economic
partnership, in the presence of the Director
General of the Association, Mr. Tariq Hijazi.

Al-Tabbaa touched on a group of important
topics related to joint cooperation and part-
nership between the two countries in multiple
fields, including the investment and economic
fields. The importance of enhancing cultural
and commercial exchange between the two
countries was also stressed.

Al-Tabbaa pointed out the importance of
continuing coordination and consultation be-
tween the two countries, as Jordanian-Paki-
stani relations date back more than 60 years
and include many areas of cooperation. He
stressed that the historical joint relations at
various levels are evidence of the depth of the
bilateral relations of the two friendly countries
and the continued keenness to unify political,
economic and social visions, which confirms
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the importance of the participatory role be-
tween Jordan and Pakistan.

For his part, Khreisat expressed his deep
appreciation for the association’s role in
strengthening economic relations between the
Kingdom and Pakistan and stressed the em-
bassy’s readiness to support these efforts, and
its commitment to enhancing bilateral cooper-
ation in the investment field between Jordan,
including promoting investment opportunities
in the Kingdom.

Khreisat expressed his optimism about the
economic relations between the two countries,
and that they are committed to strengthening
bilateral cooperation in a number of sectors
within the framework of enhancing the pros-
pects for economic diplomacy, and he will work
to strengthen economic ties and exchange
experiences in order to achieve sustainable
development that benefits the two countries,
stressing the embassy’s readiness to provide
all Facilitating the flow of investments between
the two countries.

Statistics indicate that in 2022, the volume of
trade exchange between Jordan and Pakistan
reached approximately 39 million US dollars,
compared to 2021, which amounted to approx-
imately 53 million US dollars, while the trade
balance between the two countries record-
ed negative indicators in the years 2022 and
2021, as it reached In 2022, approximately
(-14.6) million US dollars, compared to 2021,
which amounted to (-9.5) million US dollars.
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Jordan, Oman discuss strengthening
joint economic relations

Head of the Jordanian Businessmen Asso-
ciation (JPA) Hamdi Tabba’a, discussed with
Chargé d’Affairs of Oman’s embassy in Jor-
dan, Yagoub Ruqaishi, ways to promote joint
economic relations.

Tabba’a said “historical and cultural” Jordani-
an-Omani ties will strengthen joint econom-
ic relations, adding that these efforts aim to
achieve “positive” developments in a variety
of sectors, primarily joint investments, infor-
mation technology, tourism, and education.

Tabba’a said these ties are based on ex-
changing common interests and the desire
to enhance economic cooperation.

He also pointed to the recently signed trade
and investment agreements aimed at en-
hancing trade flow and expanding mutual
investment opportunities.

Additionally, Tabba’a invited Omani busi-
nesspeople to visit Jordan and learn about
its investment opportunities.

Meanwhile, Rugaishi expressed Omani
businesspeople’s commitment to strengthen
bilateral cooperation in a number of sectors

within the framework of strengthening
economic diplomacy.

“‘Jordan is a key partner for Oman.

Both countyries are working to strengthen
economic ties and exchange expertise to
achieve sustainable development to serve
common interests,” he said.

The diplomat stressed the embassy’s readi-
ness to provide all facilitions to increase flow
of joint investments.

The embassy, he noted, seeks to expand co-
operation scope to achieve further progress
and prosperity, in light of the Kingdom’s “re-
markable” development and progress ex-

pected to be made in infrastructure fields.

Volume of Jordan-Oman exports in 2022
amounted to approximately $51.1 million and
value of imports stood at $40.8 million, while
the joint trade balance recorded a “positive”
indicator last year of $10.3 million, compared
to 2021, which reflected a negative indicator
of $4.8 million, according to official data.

Also present at the meeting were mem-
bers of the association’s board, including
Engineer Abdulrahim Al-Baqai, Engineer
Abdulhaleem Aabideen, Mr. Salah Al-Deen
Al-Bittar, and the General Manager of the
association,Tariq Hijazi
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need to search strategically for mechanisms
to settle expatriate investments abroad and
encourage them to invest in their homeland.

He pointed out that the conference presents
opportunities to learn about what has been
developed in Jordan in terms of legislation,
initiatives and decisions to explore invest-
ment opportunities in the Kingdom and the
competitive advantages that God endowed
the country with.

And he indicated that the resettlement of
investments is an important and essential
goal for any economy, and there are many
countries that have sought to achieve ad-
vancement in their economy by encouraging
expatriate businessmen abroad to re-em-
ploy their money in economic development,
production, service and investment projects
within the borders of the country.

According to Al-Tabbaa, the number of Jor-
danian expatriates abroad is two million for
the year 2022, distributed to 70 countries, 75
percent of them are in the Arab Gulf coun-
tries, while their remittances during the past
year reached $3.450 billion, constituting 1.5
percent of the gross domestic product.

He pointed out that the role of Jordanian
expatriates and their relationship with the
homeland has gone beyond the idea of at-
tracting foreign remittances, but their eco-
nomic contribution played a major role in a
number of indicators and incentives for eco-
nomic growth and raising the volume of for-
eign investments.

He stressed the need to benefit from the
success stories achieved by Jordanian ex-
patriates abroad, and transfer them to Jor-
dan, pointing to the great development that
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affected many legislations and regulations
that would simplify the procedures of the
investment process in all its stages and the
supporting legislation, within a clear eco-
nomic vision that His Majesty the King en-
sured its implementation through successive
governments. .

Jordanian investors residing in Bahrain,
UAE, Ukraine, Qatar, China, Turkey, Germa-
ny, Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, Indonesia,
Saudi Arabia, Australia, Lebanon, Italy and
Irag are participating in the two-day confer-
ence, under the slogan “Investing for the Fu-
ture in the Centennial of Modernization”.

The conference will address topics related
to the reality of the Jordanian investment
environment “opportunities and possibili-
ties” from the perspective of the vision of
economic modernization, the role of the Jor-
danian financial and banking sector in the
Jordanian economy, and investment in the
Amman Stock Exchange “opportunities and
challenges.”It will also address sustainable
development in the Jordanian governorates,
the fifth generation and investment prospects
in the communications and information tech-
nology sector, entrepreneurship and its role
in the localization of Jordanian investments
abroad.

The conference aims to maintain communi-
cation between Jordanian businessmen in-
side and outside the country, inform them of
economic developments and achievements
in the field of economic reform, and attract
more foreign investment to Jordan.

The conference targets many sectors, in-
cluding finance, banking, communications,
information technology, tourism, industry,
health care, energy and renewable energy.
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The successful conclusion of the 8th conference for
Jordanian entrepreneurs and investors abroad

Deputizing for His Majesty King Abdullah
Il, Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Af-
fairs and Minister of State for Public Sector
Modernization Nasser Shraideh opened in
Amman, the eighth conference of Jordanian
businessmen and investors abroad, which
is organized by the Jordanian Businessmen
Association, in partnership with the Minis-
tries of Foreign Affairs and Expatriate Affairs
and Investment. .

Al-Shraida conveyed the greetings of His
Majesty King Abdullah Il to the participants
in the conference, which he described as
an essential building block in achieving the
goals of the economic modernization vision,
which represents one of the paths of reform
and modernization in the Kingdom as it en-
ters its second centenary.

He stressed that the conference also rep-
resents one of the forms of real partnership
between the public and private sectors,
which His Majesty the King wanted to be the
work approach of governments now and in
the coming years.

Al-Shraida pointed out that the government
has worked to open new horizons for invest-
ment, in a way that enables the Kingdom to
attract new investments or expand existing

ones, to move the wheel of economic devel-
opment in the country, noting that the Minis-
try of Investment has today become the first
reference for the investment system in the
Kingdom.

He said, “Stimulating economic growth, in-
creasing growth rates, achieving more job
and employment opportunities for Jordani-
ans, accessing new markets, transferring
knowledge to the national economy, and
increasing added value, is only through in-
vestment, which is the solution to achieving
these levers.”

He also pointed to the government’s efforts
in recent years to empower the private sec-
tor, set the legislative framework for that,
and review several important laws, explain-
ing that this aims to give the private sector
the helm of leading economic affairs in the
next stage.

For his part, the head of the association,
Hamdi Al-Tabbaa, said that Jordanian expa-
triates abroad constitute an important pillar
in promoting the growth of the national econ-
omy, and the conference is a new opportuni-
ty to build new communication links that lead
the Kingdom actively towards a better future,
so the slogan of the eighth conference was
“Investing for the future in the centenary
Modernization” as wanted by His Majesty
King Abdullah II.

He added that the association made unremit-
ting efforts to launch a series of conferenc-
es for Jordanian businessmen and investors
abroad, despite all the circumstances that
Jordan was able to overcome, stressing the
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incentives provided to investors, in addition
to the network of trade and economic agree-
ments that link the Kingdom with many coun-
tries of the world.

He stated that the government has granted
400 people Jordanian citizenship for invest-
ment purposes since the issuance of the rel-
evant decision in 2018, including 226 citizen-
ships through the current government, while
19 investors obtained citizenship during the
current year.

He said that heads of diplomatic missions
abroad have been authorized to grant courte-
sy visas without referring to the ministry, and
the Kingdom’s ambassadors abroad have
been asked to address business owners and
foreign investors to encourage them to visit
the Kingdom.

He pointed out that visas are granted to Ira-
gis online by submitting applications through
several means to obtain them, stressing that
the last meeting with the Iragi Minister of Inte-
rior agreed on facilitating procedures for Jor-
danian investors wishing to travel to Iraq, as
many of the procedures that were previously
imposed were cancelled.

Among the procedures for facilitating and revi-
talizing medical tourism, people under the age
of 15 and over 50 were allowed to enter the
Kingdom without a visa, provided that medical
reports are submitted, while all females were
allowed to enter without a visa, pointing out
that there are some unstable countries in which
procedures are applied. Regarding granting its
citizens entry visas to the Kingdom.

He added that a platform will soon be launched
for the purpose of registering Egyptian citizens
coming to the Kingdom to control their entry
process and stop any violations that occur in
this regard.

Al-Faraiah stressed that the Ministry is fully
prepared to address any issue facing the busi-
ness community and investors in the Kingdom,
pointing out that the Cybercrime Law came to
address many of the violations that are spread
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through cyberspace, and to protect the nation-
al economy, citizens, and state institutions.
For his part, the head of the association, Ham-
di Al-Tabbaa, said that the presence of a com-
petitive and attractive investment environment
for investment in the Kingdom is the basis for
the success and prosperity of various eco-
nomic activities, indicating that the legislation
regulating the investment process forms the
cornerstone for addressing investment obsta-
cles and attracting investment flows at various
levels.

He added that the Ministry of Interior plays an
important role in providing an attractive invest-
ment environment for local and foreign inves-
tors and provides the necessary support to
achieve economic goals and promote sustain-
able development, praising its role in commu-
nicating with investors, which reflects the true
face of the investment reality in the Kingdom.
Al-Tabbaa stressed the necessity of establish-
ing a special committee responsible for facili-
tating the procedures for establishing compa-
nies and providing the necessary support to
incoming investors, and continuing to provide
more facilities in the procedures for granting
residence visas to foreign investors who wish
to invest in Jordan.

He stressed the need to allocate lands to Jor-
danian expatriate and Arab investors to es-
tablish economic projects on, in addition to
allocating a window at the border crossings to
receive Jordanian expatriates and investors,
noting that the association will hold a confer-
ence for Jordanian investors residing abroad
during the week.

Al-Tabbaa explained that Jordan has the nec-
essary components to be a regional center for
doing business and a safe destination for in-
vestment, as it enjoys the stability and consist-
ency of legislation that is in the interest of in-
vestors who are treated equally with the local
investor according to the new draft investment
environment law.
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Al-Faraya: Economic affairs and facilitation for
investors are top priorities

Interior Minister Mazen Al-Faraya said that the
ministry places economic affairs at the top of
its priorities, and there are new trends to en-
hance its development role, especially in the
governorates, and to provide all facilities to
business owners and investors to serve the
interest of the national economy.

He confirmed during the regular meeting of the
Jordanian Businessmen Association, today,
Saturday, that there are directives and instruc-
tions for governors and administrative rulers
to continuously communicate with investors,
whether local or foreign, to provide them with
facilities and to address any obstacles and
problems they face within the legal controls,
in addition to providing full protection for their
investments.

He added that the Ministry has taken many
facilitating measures to deal with both inves-
tors and citizens, stressing that the Ministry’s
main role is economic and serving the national
economy, in addition to its security role to pro-
tect the Kingdom, its citizens, and residents of
its lands.

The Minister pointed out that the majority of
the services provided by the Ministry of Inte-
rior and its affiliated institutions are electronic
to facilitate the ministry for citizens, business
owners, and those coming to the Kingdom, in-
dicating that there is a plan to increase them
and for all services to become electronic be-
fore the end of the current year.

He pointed to the most important measures
taken by the Ministry to facilitate investors and
those coming to the Kingdom, including the
electronic visa, with the aim of facilitating pro-
cedures for investors for a period of 5 years,
multiple travel periods to enter and exit the
Kingdom, and this applies to many countries,
and this contributed to solving the problems of
congestion at the airport.

Regarding residency procedures, the minis-
ter said that residency for investors has been
standardized for all members of the investor’s
family for the same period, and entry proce-
dures have been facilitated for those holding
an American and European (Schengen) visa
to enter the Kingdom without prior visas.

As for the Syrians, he pointed out that any ref-
ugee was previously prevented from entering
the country and there is humanitarian work.
Deportation has been canceled and this is an
economic and humanitarian goal. It encourag-
es tourism and works to bring families togeth-
er, indicating that 55 thousand Syrians visit-
ed Jordan for tourism purposes from various
countries of the world.

Al-Faraiah confirmed that there are challeng-
es facing the Kingdom in smuggling opera-
tions from Syria, especially drugs, and there
are new methods in smuggling operations,
and the last thing that was seized was through
drug smuggling inside watermelon.

He pointed out that the Ministry has addressed
the Chambers of Commerce and Industry to
grant Syrian investors a visa and permanent
approval, indicating that the Ministry is trying,
as much as possible, to facilitate the entry of
Syrian citizens.

He stressed that investment in Jordan is re-
quired and there are many elements that en-
courage this, foremost of which are wise lead-
ership, security and stability, legislation and
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